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August 

    21 Hospice Regatta 

 

September 

   2 Members Meeting 

   4  Clam Bake 

   9 Executive Meeting 

  25 Up-River Cruise 

 

October 

   2 Oktoberfest 

   7 Members Meeting  

 14 Executive Meeting 

 17 Sunday Brunch 

 

November 

    4 Members Meeting 

    6 Cups & Flags 

  11 Executive Meeting 

  21 Sunday Brunch 

 

 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR  
Next  NEWSLETTER 

 
September 9 

 
 

E-MAIL to  
nap1314@rochester.

rr.com 

Volume 76, Issue 9 Editor: Nancy Pikuet 

     www.geneseeyc.org  … gycweb@geneseeyc.org   

 
In This Issue  

Calendar / ñTake Noteò  1 
 
Events and Notices 
 
Meeting Minutes 
 
 

 
2-5 
 
6-7 
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 Guest Introductions 
 Treasurer’s  Report 
 Secretary’s Report 
 Commodore’s Report 
 Vice Comm’s Report 
 Rear Comm’s Report 
 Committee Reports 
 Unfinished Business 

September 2010 

 
 

 
UPCOMING SOCIAL 

EVENTS 
 

September 
 

  4  Clam Bake 
 

October 
 

  2 Oktoberfest 
17 Sunday Brunch 

  
♦  Halyards need to be tied down.  The  
     slapping on the mast is annoying to  
     some club members as well as  
     damaging to the mast. 
 
 ♦  Club members are encouraged to  
     promote the HOSPICE Regatta.  The  
     D&C will be covering this event.  
     Volunteers are needed from August 18 
      until August 21: 
 
       1.  Oversee the tent setup 
       2.  Parking lot coordinator  
       3.  Race Management 
       4.  Cleanup before and after each  
            event. 
  
 ♦  Pat and Jerry DeMetsenaere have  
     retired from Membership/Timekeeping.    
     Thanks Pat and Jerry for all the time  
     and effort you put into your various  
     duties for the Club. 
    
 ♦   Craig Roth will be our new  
      Membership chair and Ann Bibbens  
      the new Timekeeper.  Good luck in 
      your new assignments.         
 
 
  
 

 
 

  
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/101730417763129373288/2010GYCSinglehandedRace8710?feat=email
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. 
 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 
 
 

The Budget Committee is looking for input on budget needs for next year.  Committee chairs 
should have their budgets submitted by mid-September.  Members that have suggestions for 
items needed along with  a cost estimate should also submit by mid-September.  Send all 
budgets and estimates to Commodore Ken Palmer. 

UP THE RIVER 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2010 

I:30 PM BRIDGE 
 

We need someone to be in charge of creating 
guidelines and setting up the raft!  Let’s go 

above the bridge this year if the weather allows. 

 
 

RAINDATE Sept 26 

Condolences to: 
 
Nancy Elliott on the loss of 
her Father, Irving Peers 
 
Ann BIbbens of the loss of 
her mother, Marion Youtchas   

 
WORK HOURS DEADLINE 

 
August 31

st
 is the cutoff for submitting work hours for this year.  You must have 12 work hours or 

face possible consequences.  The Executive Board is more than willing to hear reasons that you 
might not be able to complete the 12 hours.  We need to hear your reasons NOW, not after 
August 31

st
.  If the Board feels you are justified in not working the required hours, they will make 

allowances.  At the present time, there are over 25 members that have not met the requirement 
(Article 1-C of the Bylaws).  If you have worked at the club and have not turned in hours yet, 
please do it NOW.  Expect a personal phone call from the commodore asking why you don’t have 
your hours in. 



3 

Genesee Yacht Club News§August 2010  

A Treasure Chest of Times 
Gone By At GYC 
- Stephanie Meyers -  

 
I wrote this wonderful history of GYC with  
a fading memory and no special notes.   
Thanks to some old buddies at GYC,  

especially Pete Tierney, whose memory  
helped in describing these times long ago.    
This article Is dedicated to the memory of  

Marion Youtchas, truly the grandest  
lady of GYC. 

 

As we can remember, the Lightning fleet was a lovely 
group of nineteen foot long racing boats, and the racing 
became very serious.  If memory serves me, we had five 
or six at GYC in  the late 1940’s.  The Lightning 
dominated these times.  Bob O’Kane was the 
Commodore at the time, and his brother, Cliff O’Kane, 
was racing with two women as crew (and winning many 
a race!).  It was truly a dramatic, interesting time. 
 
When not racing, the Lightning's would travel to 
Brockport, Sodus, Oak Orchard, and other Lake Ontario 
ports. 
 
The Lightning was designed in 1938 by the famous firm 
of Sparkman & Stephens in America to fill the need for a 
really efficient, but simple, family racing boat for a crew 
of three, which could also be hauled out and taken home 
between regattas.  The original design was for 
construction in planked wood, but later, the boats were 
also built in fiberglass. 
 
Besides having an efficient modern sail plan and rig, 
there was a really worthwhile spinnaker.  Racing grew at 
a considerable pace, and at one time, more than 11,000 
of these large and robust center-boarders were sailing, 
not only in America, but also in parts of Europe and 
Australia.  The I.Y.R.U. granted international status to 
this class in the late 1960’s, and thus its development 
was further encouraged. 
 
The Lightning Class Association put out a great deal of 
information and a splendid Yearbook.  They also issued 
a booklet called “How to Build a Lightning” with every set 
of plans. 

 
I welcome any suggestions for future information about our interesting club 
history.  Next time out, we will explore the history of our large fleet of hand-
built cruising and racing boats, the wonderful Thunderbirds. 

 
Some information adapted from Expert Dinghy and Keelboat Racing by Paul Elvstrom. 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ пΣ нлмл 
пΥол ta 

 
 
 
 
 

aŜƴǳ 
 

◄/ƘƛŎƪŜƴΣ {ŀƭǘ tƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊƴ-ƻƴ-ǘƘŜ-
/ƻō ǿƛǘƘ ōǳǧŜǊΣ  

{ŀƭŀŘΣ {ƻŘŀ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŜ - ϷфΦлл ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
◄{ŀƭǘ tƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊƴ-ƻƴ-ǘƘŜ-/ƻō ǿƛǘƘ 

ōǳǧŜǊΣ  
{ŀƭŀŘΣ {ƻŘŀ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŜ - ϷсΦлл ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

◄[ƻōǎǘŜǊ ¢ŀƛƭ όмκн ƭōΦύ ϷмрΦлл ŜŀΦ 
◄{ǘŜŀƳŜŘ /ƭŀƳǎ - ϷпΦрл ǇŜǊ ŘȊΦ 
◄.ŜŜǊ - ϷнΦлл ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘǊƛƴƪ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǇŀƛŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

 
[ƛƎƘǘ ŀǇǇŜǝȊŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ς .¸h5 ς 

.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎΦ 
 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ōȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 
нуΣ нлмлΦ 

 

    Make check payable to GYC 
{ŜƴŘ ǘƻ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ .ŀǊǊŜǧ 
мрр .ŜƭƳŜŀŘŜ wŘΦ 
wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ b¸  мпсмт 

 



4 

Genesee Yacht Club News§August 2010  

Attention GYC Members and Guests 

 

2010 Lifetime Care Rochester Hospice Regatta   

Friday August 20 and Saturday August 21 

 

Check out posted brochures for schedule of events 

 

 

 

 

 
Plan to Set Sail, Celebrate Life 

 cruise, race, observe, contribute or feast with us.   

YOU make this a Great Event for a Great Cause 

 

 
Questions?   See or call Dave Braitsch, Dana Harris, Elaine Carter, Larry Sill or Bob MacIntyre 

Volunteers are still needed for Parking Lot duties 

Friday August 20 and Saturday August 21 

House and Yard clean up August 19-22 

  Please sign up on bulletin board. 

The Big Tent arrives August 18. 

   Cruisers are asked to PLEASE park on east property line in 

designated areas only.  Please also post vacant dock info 
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The following is a copy of Article VII of the GYC Constitution proposed by the Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee and approved by the Executive Board.  
We are prepared to discuss the changes with the membership at the September meeting.  A ballot will be in the 
October newsletter with a vote taken at the October membership meeting. 
 
ARTICLE VII – CLUB PROPERTY & FACILITIES 
 
 A. Use of or access to limited club facilities shall be decided by seniority except as stated elsewhere in this   
                  article.  
 
 B.  Docks shall be assigned for the single purpose of berthing sailboats wholly owned by Active/Senior  
                   members in good standing or their spouses either: 
 
  1.  individually or; 
  2.  in partnership with one or more other Active/Senior member(s) or their spouse(s) as limited in this  
                               article. 
 
 C.  An Active/Senior member shall acquire or retain permanent rights to an annual club dock assignment,  
                  provided: 
 
  1.  a vacancy exists, and the vacancy did not occur because of a leave of absence; 
  2.  the member is in good standing, advanced in seniority the prior year, and has the most seniority of  
                               those members applying for the vacancy; 
  3.  the member requests a dock by properly signing the annual request list, or by notifying the vice  
                              commodore in writing before the deadline set forth in the Bylaws; 
  4.  the member’s sailboat conforms to the existing and available docking facilities at the club. 
  5. the member with permanent rights to a club dock assignment properly requests a dock for a  
                              sailboat, that otherwise meets the requirements for a club dock, but can’t be assigned a dock due to  
                              dock availability. 
 
 D.  A member with permanent rights to an annual club dock assignment shall relinquish those rights by: 
 
  1.  failing to be a member in good standing or; 
  2.  failing to request a dock after two consecutive leaves of absence. 
 
 E.  A member with permanent rights to an annual club dock assignment shall maintain those rights for up to  
                  two consecutive years of absence provided a written request for a one year leave of absence from a club 
                 dock is received annually by the Vice Commodore by the same deadline as that for the annual request for  
                 dock assignment list. 
 
 F.  Any vacancy which occurs because of a leave of absence, or any other reason after an assignment has  
                  been made for the year, shall be filled for only one year at a time.  The assignment will be made by seniority 
                  to those members remaining on the dock request list after all those on the request list with permanent rights 
                  to an assignment have been accommodated. 
 
 G.  The spouse of a deceased Active/Senior member may assume the spouse’s dock assignment for the  
                   balance of the current year. 
 
 H.  A partnership shall have one of the partners designated as the primary dock assignee. The primary dock 
                 assignee shall be entitled to a dock assignment by seniority in accordance with this article provided: 
   
  1.  the primary dock assignee has a share in the partnership equal to or greater than any of the other  
                               partners, which can be proved to the Executive Board upon their request; 
  2.  all partners are members in good standing; 
  3.  the primary dock assignee is neither a primary dock assignee in any other partnership to which he  
                               may belong, nor assigned a dock as an individual; 
 
      I.  Members may not sublet or transfer the use of a dock or any other assigned access to a club facility. 


